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m4 Pucfintous : 
And a Lawyer 
Are Convicted 
Of Corruption 

‘ By The New York Times 

SAN DIEGO, Oct. 19 — Two for- 
mer California Superior Court 
judges and a prominent lawyer were 
found guilty on Friday in Federal 
District Court here of conspiring to 
conduct court affairs through a pat- 
tern of bribery and extortion. 
3 After a five-week trial, the former 
judges, James A. Malkus and G. Den- 
nis Adams, and the lawyer, Patrick 
Frega, were each convicted on one 
count of conspiracy to conduct rack- 
eteering. Mr. Frega was also convict- 
ed of racketeering, and all three 
were convicted on several counts of 
mail fraud. They were acquitted of 
some mail-fraud charges. 

Judge Edward Rafeedie set sen- 
tencing for Jan. 30. The maximum 
penalty faced by each of the defend- 
ants is about 20 years, the prosecu- 
tors said. 

Federal prosecutors charged that 
Mr. Frega had made more than 
$25,000 in illegal payments to the 
judges in the form of gifts in ex- 
change for favorable treatment, like 
assigning him judges that he re- 
quested and providing him with con- 
fidential information about cases. 
The prosecutors said they were very 
pleased with the verdicts. 

“When officers of the court abuse 
the trust vested in them by the peo- 
ple, it undermines the very founda- 
tion of fairness upon which our sys- 
tem rests,” said the United States 
Attorney, Alan D. Bersin. ‘Court cor- 
ruption was identified and no one — 
Po judges — stood above the ee 

Mr. Frega said he would appeal 
the verdict. The other two men are 
expected to appeal as well. 

As Mr._Frega walked from the 
courtroom, he was defiant. ‘The jury 
will have to live with this decision,”’ 
he said. ‘‘It’s not over.’’ 

Jerry Coughlan, Mr. Malkus’s law- 
yer, said: “I feel terrible. I’ve let 
down my client, who is innocent. I’ll 
continue to fight for him.’ 

_ middle of an investigation into the 

__The case hinged on the testimony | 
of Michael Greer, once this city’s 
most powerful Superior Court judge. 
In March, Mr. Greer pleaded guilty 
on charges of accepting bribes from 
Mr. Frega in exchange for a promise 
from the prosecutors that they would 
recommend probation for Mr. Greer. 

In his testimony, Mr. Greer told 
the jury that he and the other two 
judges had taken gifts and favors 
from Mr. Frega, then had made rul- 
ings that helped him win his multi- 
million-dollar lawsuits. The gifts in- 
cluded dinners, clothing, club mem- 
berships and jobs for relatives. 

Mr. Greer, who admitted taking 
$75,000 in gifts from Mr. Frega, and 
Mr. Malkus resigned in 1993 in the 

unreported gifts; the California Su- 
preme Court removed Mr. Adams 
from the bench in 1995. 

Mr. Greer said that he had assist- 
ed Mr. Frega with dozens of cases in 
a 10-year period and that he and the 
lawyer ‘‘took care of each other.’”’ He 
said he had let Mr. Frega select 
‘favorable’? judges and had then 
tricked opposing lawyers into think- 
ing that the judges were objective. 

One trick, Mr. Greer said, involved 

fining Mr. Frega $150 for appearing 
late in court as a ‘demonstration of 
neutrality” before assigning the case 
to the judge whom Mr. Frega had 
privately requested. 

The trial and the events preceding 
it clearly had an effect on Mr. Greer. 
In January, after news of the investi- 
gation became public, he disap- 
peared for two days. He was found in 
a hotel room in Hemet, a rural com- 
munity in Riverside County, where 
he had attempted suicide by taking 
pills and slashing his wrist. 

While testifying against Mr. Frega 
and his two former colleagues, Mr. 
Greer was subdued in manner and 

tone. 
His credibility as a witness was 

repeatedly attacked in 12 grueling 
hours of cross-examination by de- 
fense lawyers, who suggested that 
his comments were tainted because 
of deals made with prosecutors. 

But a Federal prosecutor, Phillip 
Halpurn, said prosecutors had not 
guaranteed Mr. Greer that he would 
not serve time in prison, only that 
they would make that recommenda- 
tion. He is to be sentenced on Jan. 29. 

Mr. Frega, a charismatic lawyer 
who was once named “‘Lawyer of the 
Year” by his colleagues, contended 
that he had given the gifts to the 
judges out of friendship. 

Mr. Malkus testified that he had 
not been aware that Mr. Frega had 
paid for the gifts. ; 


